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Dearest FCTE Members, 
 
It is that time of the year when you might be asking yourself...where did the summer go?? Isn't it 
time to consider the opportunity to embrace professional development?  
Investigate the possibilities to enjoy a respite with your friends as you enjoy the FCTE Annual 
Professional Development Institute. 
 
EXCITING NEWS FOR ALL FCTE MEMBERS and COLLEAGUES: 
 
 
Join FCTE for our Annual Professional Development Institute –  
October 13-15, 2011 
 
As summer draws to an end and school days approach, educators are already planning and 
preparing for the new school year. Part of that plan should include one’s own professional 
development. Florida Council of Teachers of English (FCTE) has done the planning and invites 
you to attend.  
 
Our annual Professional Development Institute will begin on Thursday, October 13, 2011, at 
7:00 PM. Our institute theme is Portrait of an Artist in the ELA Classroom will be supported not 
only by Florida educators, but also a variety of professional educators, consultants, and well-
know authors.  
 
Our opening session features Alan Sitomer, author of Nerd Girls, Homeboyz, and many more 
books. That session will include a special give-away prize and a meet and greet reception that 
follows, neither of which you will want to miss. Our opening session on Friday, October 14, 
begins with nationally known author, Jimmy Santiago Baca whose writing comes from his heart, 
his amazing life experiences, and a voice that needs to be heard. He shares this voice in A Glass 
of Water, A Place to Stand, Healing Earthquakes, and The Esai poems are just a few examples of 
his work. Jimmy will not stand alone at our opening session on Friday, but will be joined by his 
friend and colleague Releah Cossett Lent. Releah a long-time member of our FCTE community 
has supported teachers nationally for years. Her work on censorship, her books Literacy for Real, 
Engaging Adolescent Learners, and Learning Communities are a few of the books she wrote that 
have guided our way.  Their combined commitment to learning is their focus in the co-authored, 
Adolescents on the Edge. Both Baca and Lent have so much to share with us that one session is 
not enough!  
 
This is just a teaser to the great line up of talent we have to share with educators. Our work is not 
limited to a single classroom and we hope that not only English and/or Reading teachers join us, 
but also administrators, content teachers, and anyone who has an interest in best practices that 
are current and research based.  
 
Watch our website (www.fcte.org) for a program preview and our Facebook page-Florida 
Council of Teachers of English for updates and a program. There is also a site to register on line 
through Acteva – type in FCTE and you will find this on our site or Facebook! Join us in 



October and bring a friend.  
 
 
REMAIN PROACTIVE: 
 
Attention all, Megan Pankiewicz has remained actively involved as an advocate on behalf of the leadership 
standards for Florida, please feel free to visit this site in order to extend your thoughts: 
 
http://www.fldoe.org/profdev/FPLSRevisions.asp 
 
ENGLISH JOURNALS: 
 
Please contact Kathy Froelich if you did not recieve the mailed version of the English Journal; the electronic 
copy is on-line for all to observe. If you want a paper copy please email Kathy to obtain future mailed copies: 
froelichfsu@gmail.com 
 
 
With the new school year upon us, please encourage your colleagues to join FCTE and share the professional 
development opportunities that await you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs. Suzanne Skipper  
FCTE- Executive Secretary  
 
Lake Howell High School  
Language Arts Department Chair  
(407) 746-9118  
(407) 746-9025 fax  
 
Suzanne_Skipper@scps.k12.fl.us 
 [Florida has a very broad Public Records Law. Virtually all written communications to or from School District 
Personnel are public records available to the public and media upon request. E-mail sent or received on the 
School District system will be considered public and will only be withheld from disclosure if deemed 
confidential pursuant to State Law.] 
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